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In the Palestine case, the US proposed to
keep alive the stagnating activity of the PCC by shifting emphasis
to @n economic study of the rerurseé provlem, Yaanwhile, as &
conclusion to the patient afforis of the UN Commission feor Indo-
nesis, the Dutch, Republicans and Federalists sat down to a round
table conference at The Hazue.

Tgaues before the Couacil 97 Furops. Three interrelated
probhlens, the powers of ihe Assambly, buropsan Human Rights and
Gerpan membership, will test the Councll of IZurcpse during its

, initial session. The Consultatlve Assembly has thus far dispisyed

W  onsiderable initistive in gssuming e greater share of rasponsgie
bility “han the Statute impiies; it has created a committee which
will discuss amendine tha Statute to increace Assembly powsrs
yig-a-vis the Committes of Einiaters, and has replaced on the
acenda the Human Rights ltem wilob the inisters had deleted. The
Tuman Riphts issus includes nrojosals for (1) a Buropean Human
fiehts Convention; (2] a cormission o investigate alleged viola-
tions:; and (3) & Human Rights Sourtd anpowersd to call upon offend-
ins stehes to repeal natlcenal laws violating the convention. Ths
adoption of suech measures, involving saerifice of traditional
national sovereignty. would -ark a sisnificant step toward strensthe
enine the Council and fostering Suropean unity.

The admission of Vastern CGerwany %o the Council would be
accelersted by the adeopticn of a proposal to hcld a speclal daeass ion
in Degemrbar or Janusry. An extre gsession would helyp meet Frenca
desires for a probaticnary period during whiech the new Weat German
State could demonstrate 1ts fitness for ineclusion, and would increass
the likelihood of Gsrman admission before next year's regular sss-
sion. The success with whieh thiess initial probliems are handled
will provide an indieation of the Future role of the Ccuncii of Furope
ia forzing  Buropean polisicel unity.
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US proposes shift in PCC emphasig. Recognizing the bleak
outlook for aechievins any polltical agreement at Lausanne, the US
proposes that the Palestinaz Concilistion Commission {PCC) shift
its major emphasis to the sstablishment of an Economie¢ Survey
Commission for the Near East. After a visit to Israel and the
Lrat states and study of the problem, 1t would report to the GA,
through the PCC, its recommendations for economie development of
the region and settlement of the refuzee questiocn., The immediate
result of putting sueh a commission Into the fislid will be to
rrolong ths activity of the PCC, now almost at & stendstill,
thirough & subsidiary organ. This would make it easler to bloelk
of £ political discussion of the lT'alsstine case in the next GA,
which at this juncture misht producs more =zcrimony than progress.
Deferring discussion would please Israel but would not be as
scceptable to the voecal Arabs, who undoubtedly will try to bring
the issues into the opan again.

In the long ruan, the task cf the UN is to force sufficient
concessions from the Israelis to counteract the Arsb conviciion
that 1t has consistently thrown its wselsht in favor of Tel Aviv.
Xarasel has thus far deftly been playlng for time, cousolidating
its hold over 1ts territorlal eonguests and replacing the former
Arab inhabitants with Jews, To turn completely away from the
politieal lssues and concentrate :erely on econcomic questions is
susceptible of baing construed as an accantance of the political
and territorlial status quo, which would be objectionabls to the
Arabs. lMoreover, there are practical difficulties in determinirg
the capacity of the countriss concerned to absorb refugess bhefora
boundaries are known. If the commission could turn up an accept-
able alid program, howevar, it might lead to a solution of the
Palestine refugee problem end thus facilitate a political settle~
nent, Substantial Inducements in the form of materisl aid both
to Arabs and to Israselis -would be required. however. In the last
analysis, this calls for dollars and sterling, and unless these
are assured, the report of the Zconomic Survey Commission will bs
likely to share the same rate as those of its many predecessors.
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Soviet "leitmotif" in GA may amphesize /estern economic nreblams,
US econonic difficultiss, tHe Brii{sh doilaT crisis and the di s~
sension within the OEEC &s to dollar allocations, topics alresdy
stressed by Soviet propagenda, nay well be reflected in the Sovist
propaganca line at the forthcomins GA. The Xremlin will expioit the
Jest's economic tribulations both as & cudgel for balaboring the
rgsponsible governments and as an inducement to the "“'estern nations
to acvcept the proffer of Soviet "cooperation." Clting the US as
the villein of the pisce, the US3K may elsborate on thes fatal im-~
plications to mankind of the present plans of the capitalist and
imperialist states. The UK will be taunted for surrendering its
acconcmiec soverelignty to the US HMarshall planners; and together
with France, Italy and Benelux, the British will be depictsed as
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atooges whipped into line by U8 doilers end fatally linked to thsa
crisis—-ridden US aconomy. The ugprassive wolicles of the US will
be sharply contrasted with ths U3UR'e peaosful intentions as evi-
dencsed by the 3oviet role in the CFM and its sponsorship of sarly
peace treaties, Pesce Congresses, disermamant, prohibition of the
atomie bhomb, and Bast-"est trada. Throueh such propaganda the
USSR would seek to (a) easse Easb-'8st tension and lull the "Test
inte a false sense of security; (b) drive a wedge batween the
Tastern covernments and between the respscilve CGovernments and
their peoples; {¢) restors dest-Jast trade, thersdby obtaining nmuch-
needad capital sauipment und machinery for the USSR and its
Satellites.

SR I

The UN Technical Assistunce rProgram. The resclution on
Technical Assistance to Unaerdeveloped Countries recently adopted
by the Economic aad Social Council (BC0S0C) meets the US position
in all essentiels and will probatiy be adopted by the Tall General
Assembly substantiaily es it standés. ECOSOC proposed the follow-
ing organizational machinery: o Technical Assistance Committee
of the Council (TAC), and a Technical Assistance Board (TAB),
composed of the exscuvive hands of ths UN and the Spacialized
Agenclies conecerpad, which is to make recomnendations to ECO30C
through TAC. Thus TAB will provide & centrallzed body in which
assistance projects can ve examined end coordinated with the
agencies which willl handle the actual implementation of the prosram.
The first 817 miliion sontridbutsed is to bs divided on the following
basis: PAC, 204; DN, 23%; WHO, 22%; UNESCO, 14%; 110, 11%; and
1CA0, 1%, The amounte to be coatiributed by member nations and
syther financial aspedts of the progirem are to bs worked out by a
Tachnical Agsistance Conference whichk will meet during, or shorily
after, the Septamber GA,

Dissension over aliocation wi' BCA aid. Britain's flat
ralsetion of the S840 miiiion eliocation tentatively proposed
by the OEEC has sharpsned the clash betwsen the ECA countries over
the divislon of 1949/50 US a2id. The UK delepats objectad &nﬂgﬁﬁi
that the UK esgtimates of it3 reguirenents were not given the 3ame
considsration as those of other evuntries. These nations, too,
virtually all of which fase a 20-30% cut in their 1949/50 aid
requests, are probesiing h;@ggﬁ;y at the prospective reductions.
The dispute is placing predl gstrain on the OEEC which, because 1%
must reasch decisions upanimously, wilX find grest difficulty in
reconciling divergent views. It fs likely that the OBEC will
inerseze the UK slliccaticon, though hardly snough to meei even
aininum British demands.
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WP throws full weight behind nutional strikes. Hecent
wape and hour demands by Communist lahbor in France and Finland
raflect the current WFTU %acetic ol urging its affilistes to force
natinn-wide strikes based on such "lezitimate” union demends in
an effort to retard production end stimulate inflation in ncon-
Soviet countriss. Conscious of tie fuilure of the more dirsctly

political strikes of last year to arouse widespread vorksr suppert,

the WPTU 1s now apparently concensrating more on exploitation of
geruine workers! grievances to aciiiave the same end. Rscent
conferancaes which formed "JF"TU industrial departments for the
miners {Florence), metal workers {Turin), textile workers (Lyoni,
and construction workers {Helsinki}, stressed the importance of
guch trade union setion. As a conssquence, local Conmunist af-
filiates of the WFTU (the Frenech CGT, Italian CGIL, Finnish trans-
port workers, etc,) are apparently undsr instructioans to replace
their hitherto flexible programs for labor agitetion with coordi-
nated demands for wage increases, shorter hours and increesed
henefits. Initizl strikes by Comsunist unions within individual
irdustries ars to be rapidly extended, whenever feasible, to a

a waik-out of all Communist unions in svery industry whers Cum-
muniit influence is affective. The broad objective will bs tc aset
in mtion @ series of "sympathy strikss™ in the hops of obtuining
sufficient non-Communist worker backing to snowball into a genersl
stpike. In order to achieve such widespread strike action, the
intereated WFTUY lndustrial departments will probably supply fi-
nancial and organizationsl aid (as they 4id in the London dockers
strike) whenever the investment promises substential returns.

S

communist fronts in colonial areus. The decision of tha
nationalist Tunisian labor federation {UGTT) to adhers pernenently
to the World Tederation of Trade Unions raflects the success of
the strong appeal which the WFTU and the Vorld Tgderation of Deno=-
erutic Youth (WFDY) are currently making to nationslist partiss
in the colonial areas. The ability of the Communist-front crgani-
zations to promote nutionalist-Communist cooperation in these
areas is anhanced by the Communist support of the charished nation-

alist aim of independance. At its Pestival and "Jorld Youch Congress

in Budapest, attended by delegates rrom French, North and Vest
Arrica, indonesis, and Madasgasear, the WFDY is giving priority to
congideration of measures for "ac¢tive assistance” to the youth
movements of colonial Africa and Sout!east Asia. In the remaining
mont's of 1949 the WPTU, "FDY and their sister orgenization, the
International Democratic Jomens Fsdsration, will probadbly exert
jncreasipe efforts to exploit fully the theme of "natlonal inde-
pendence™ in the colonial and dspendent areas.
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Tndis's 5C eandidagy. ~iith the US and UK supporting India
as & repiacement for Canade in ths Security Council and with no
strong opposition so far spparent, India will certainly be elected
by the next GA. Honoring India with the second Zritish Common-
woeslth seat in the SC should tend to_knit New Delhi more closely

to the Commonwealth. 3y increasing Indian prestige, it should

help build up India as a sotential leadsr in Southwest Asie against
Communiet expansion. On the other hand, Pakistan may well argue
that the Kashmir embroilnent disqualiries India for SC mnenbarshipe.
Howsver, Egypt's slection to the 5C lest vear despite i¢ts involve-
ment in the Palestine case would furnish a precedent.
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Revival of Evatt nroposals oo the Greek question. UN Dezrstary
Ganorel 115 has expressad hig desire to ask the Yugoslavs whather
thav are now praparsd to accupt the firal text of tae proposals
made by GA President Zvati last spring. The Greak UN reprasentative,
with whom Lie discussed nis plan, advissd that great caution should
ba axercised in view of the extremely delicate state Of Grsek-
Yugoslay political relations. Lie agreed and will not reveal his
pravious consultations with %he Gresks when he broaches the subject
10 the Yugoslav UN representative after the GA convenes, IT he
recsives a positive response, Lie intesnds o atilize the same ap-
proach with the Bulgarians.

- ',:“ kI

Brazil will not sponsor Sparish guestion. Accordings to its
UN representative, Brazil will probably not introduce the Spanish
quastion in the Septemper sassion of the Genaeral Assembly. Brazil
is evidently unwilling to suffer another defeat on this issus, snd
loss of Brazilian sponsorship decreases the 1ikelihood that this
gqrestion will be reopened in the coming GA.
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GREAT POWZIR VIETS ON ITALIAN COLONIZG

As the 1949 UN General Assenbly prepares to meke a secoud
stab at disposal of the former {vnlisn coionies. the key estern
powers have altered their positions to meet the new realities of
%the situstion, perticularly the 3irong demand for Libyan inde~
pENdsNes . wpollowing the defeat of the Revin-Sforza plsn last May
ihe US and UK, aware of the sirong GA opposition to anythlne lees
then eerly independence for Libya, haeve come to favor thls step.
Thaey continue to support cession of the bulk of Zritrea to
Tthiopia and Italien trustesship over Somaliland, the latter as
a gesture to Italy. On the crucisl question of whether the thres
parks of Libya should be unified, however, UK willingness to see
s united Libya is tempered by ccncern over ¥rench opposition.

France, not ftaly, now seems 1ikely to be the chiet obstacle
to US-UK plans. The ¥rench, fearsul over possible raepercussions
of early Libyan independence on nationalist slements in Franch
North Africa, prefer a nore gradual approsch which would allow
them to make any nscassary ad justients in their own ayreas. ‘hile
france will reluctantly accept indiependence for Cvrenalca, it
gtrongly opnoses a similar status for Tripolitanla or unification
of the two under the Senussi, whose religiocus influence in FNA it
f'sarg.

Italy, abendoning 1%3 efforts vo securs a Tripolitanien
trusteeship, now nure reslistically favors lmmediate Libyan inde-
pendsnce, hoping to cenitalize on the favorable Arab rescitlon thus
pained to secure a special pesitlion in Tripolitania similar to
that of the UK in Cyrenaica. The Italians, ever reluctant fo see
thair cherisheé Eritroa go to ithiopia, are backing independenss
sor that colony as well. “hough orofassing 1ittle interest in
Somuliland, the most worthless of the three coloniss, they would
propably sccept a trusteeship.

The USSR, which at the last Ga sagsion proposed direct UN
srusteeship for sll three colonles and early independence, will
have the eround cut out from under 1its anti-colonial stand hy
wagtern advocacy of Libyan statahood. The USSR will probably be
roreed to £fall back upon eriticizing the “rictionsl® neture of
any Libyan independence and stressing the puppet characier of the
vegimes, Should & deadlock occur over Eritrea and Somaliland,
nowever, it is nossible that %the Joviet trusteeship proposal,
also fevored by UN Secretary General Lie, would be accepted &8 an
alternative.
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